
like you are here with us work-

ing so God can change lives 

forever. 

Please give to this wonderful 

ministry of God’s.  We don’t 

have any fancy tricks to raise 

money.  We have you.  Please 

give obediently. 

He will bless you in return. 

In His Service,  Robbie 

My Dear Friends, 

I would like to thank those of 

you who joined our $20/

month club.  Thank you for 

obeying God and being a 

great part of Freedom Farm 

Ministries by giving so we can 

go and make disciples for 

Jesus Christ. 

Rita just paid all of our bills 

and we have only $6,000 left 

in the bank.  Our goal is to 

have three months’ working   

in the bank.  That is $90,000.  

As you can see—we have a 

long way to go.  But the God 

we serve is faithful to His 

children and His servants.  He 

will provide. 

Please give so we can go.  It is 

2012 has already been a blessed year 

for FFM.  It is always amazing to see 

God work so prevalently in so many 

lives. Men come to FFM seeking free-

dom that the Gospel provides and 

we continue to see the chains of 

bondage broken through the 

power that lies in the Gospel. It is 

an approach that is so simple, yet 

so profound.  

I’m extremely grateful to be a part of a 

ministry whose main focus is sharing that 

Gospel. Each day makes me a little 

more excited for the next. 

In His Grace,   

 Jason Akers                

 

From the Director 

REFLECTION ON 2012  

Freedom Farm Ministries 
A P R I L  2 0 1 2  S P R I N G  N E W S L E T T E R  

C H E C K  I T  

O U T  

 Read inside the 

stories of our 

men 

 Check out our 

Face Book 

page—we up-

date frequently 

with photos and 

facts. Like us on 

FB  

 Parking lot 

project has 

raised $2000 of 

needed $7K 

 Student 1000 

arrived from 

Denver, CO on 

Saturday. 

 We operate on 

faith that God 

will keep His 

ministry 

through your 

love and sup-

port 

 
GREENHOUSE PROJECT  

In February of this year, men 

from Freedom Farm began 

working to renovate three 

greenhouses owned by Coun-

try Gardens, but out of use for 

6 years.  Cleaning up debris and 

weeds, the men with the super-

vision of Gairl began bringing 

those greenhouses back to life.  

Seeds were planted and tender 

care taken to nurture, feed, 

and water the growing 

plants. Bill Bruce, pictured 

here, had much experience 

with nursery work and 

became employed there. 

Other men learned the 

skills of greenhouse care.        

Now, there are many beau-

tiful flowers, shrubs, plants 

and hanging baskets 

ready to sell to support 

FFM. 

Check out our Face 

Book page for more 

photos. 

DLC student at work 

PRAYER 

NEEDS 

 Spiritual growth 

of residents 

 Families of stu-

dents who have 

suffered and 

need healing 

 Reconciliation 

for husbands 

and wives and 

children 

 Financial sup-

port base to 

broaden 

 Health and en-

ergy of staff and 

volunteer staff 

B I G   G R E E N H O U S E  O N  B I G  L A U R E L  R O A D   

I N  A S H E  C O U N T Y  

sb00297
Underline

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Freedom-Farm-Ministries/358717510977


P A G E  2  

“Whatever 

you do, work 

heartily, as 

for the Lord 

and not for 

men….”   

Col. 3:23  (ESV) 

The Power of the Gospel for Living Today 
“I change by not changing at 

all” That is a lyric from a band 

of my youth that I’ve always 

loved and as strange as it might 

sound rings true in my life 

today. I have yet to have a 

group at Restoration House 

not say to me: “how come I was 

never taught this before?”      

People often ask me what 

method we use to help the 

men and I bring them to II 

Peter 1:3-9. If you read II Peter 

it says that we have been given 

everything we need for life and 

Godliness and to paraphrase 

the rest, if you are lacking 

anything and not growing in 

grace it is because you have 

forgotten the Gospel.  

The biggest obstacle I have 

encountered here at FFM is 

not men that have never heard 

the good news of Jesus Christ 

but men that think they al-

ready know the Gospel.  This, 

in fact, was my own experi-

ence and a big reason for my 

passion today. I can honestly 

say that I graduated with a 

bachelors' in Bible and did not 

know the Gospel. 

It is usual for FFM to have men 

who understand as I did that 

they need Jesus to obtain eter-

nal life, but have no clue they 

need Jesus every moment in 

order to have life now! So that 

is what we do here at FFM. 

We use materials that expose 

how we try to live independ-

ent from God and encourage 

each other in community to 

live trusting in God for all 

things pertaining to life now. 

As the men grow in this "new 

life" and "new thinking" , I love 

to remind them that it may be 

new to them and seem like a 

new message but this good 

news has been around for over 

2000 years.  

In my opinion there is nothing 

more exciting than seeing a 

person trapped in the bondage 

of addiction set free by the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ . When 

that happens they want to 

carry the message of freedom 

to anybody who needs to hear 

it. 

Jim Quigley 

a baby eagle when he spreads his 

wings for the first time to fly….               

 Makes a warmth wash 

over me that illuminates me 

from the inside out and a smile 

beams out that I couldn’t stop 

even if I were to begin to 

try……                        

 Your love resonates 

“Your Love…” 

 Is the dew-kissed rose 

petal that basks in the sun’s ambi-

ence at dawn as the purples, 

pinks, and oranges paint the 

morning sky…            

 Has taken flight down 

deep in my soul and I’m as free as 

 

F R E E D O M  F A R M  

  

HIS  HELPING HANDS –  SUPPORTING THE MINISTRY  

 

P O E M  O F  GO D ’ S  L O V E                   B Y  R I C H A R D  B A R K L E Y  

 

In my soul so deep it 

brings a tear to my eye, draws me 

closer to you the more of myself I 

deny 

 Makes me ponder my 

purpose here no further - 

At the foot of the cross, I was 

made to love you, that’s why 

Moving help 

Repairing a deck 

His Helping Hands  has recently put several 

items from the woodworking shop for sale 

at Farmers Hardware Shoppes in Boone.     

Pie cases, tables, reproduction items 

  Men studying the 

Gospel– Centered 

Life with  

Jim Quigley 
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 My name is Shawn Lang. I was born 

11/14/77 to Jeff and Sylvia Lang in 

Waukesha, Wisconsin. I moved to 

Sunset Beach NC when I was 8 yrs 

old. I got saved when I was 12 years 

old. 

When I was 14,  I started smoking 

weed and drinking. As I got older I 

started to experiment with other 

drugs. Got my 1st DUI when I was 

21. My second when I was 25. I 

crashed my car into a telephone pole. 

I eventually stopped drinking and 

started on prescription medication & 

cocaine. I ended up becoming in-

volved with a gang. I robbed, stole, 

got shot at, beat up real good for 

worldly things. I ended up living in a 

poker shack (a shed) with 1 bag of 

clothes and a gun (for protection). 

In the ghetto where I lived a local 

church would bring food and 

clothes to us—hot dogs, tea, etc. I 

remember the young man I used to 

see every Saturday looking at me 

with hurt. Later I realized it was 

Jesus looking through his eyes. That 

night I was trying to sleep and I 

heard a voice say “You know what 

to do.” so I found my way to a 

detox. On my second day there I 

was looking for a faith-based pro-

gram. I came across Freedom Farm. 

Made a call and my life began to 

change. See, most places have a 

waiting list. I didn’t have time to 

wait. It was a matter of life and 

death. I was accepted right away. 

At the detox I met a 

minister who led Bible study 3 days a week. He gave me a 

great big smile as if he knew me. I had never seen this man 

before but it was the same eyes that I saw at the hot dog 

cart. Instead of hurt I felt joy for it was Jesus looking 

through those eyes. And I know it was Jesus that was miss-

ing in my life. 

Freedom Farm has taken what started and taught me the 

tools I need to walk with Jesus. I am not an addict anymore. 

I am a child of God. I owe my whole new freedom to God 

—Jesus in the hot dog cart and Freedom Farm Ministries 

that taught me how to stay a child of God, and my family at 

Freedom Farm.  Glory to God! 

    Living Life on My Terms 
“I knew I 

was 

missing 

something, 

but I 

didn’t 

know 

what” 

 Testimony –from gangs to God 
“I knew it 

was Jesus 

that was 

missing from 

my life” 

    I always lived life on my terms. 

I worked and worked hard. I 

wanted “stuff” and I had “stuff.” I 

grew up in a normal Christian 

family. I married, started a family 

and have 2 wonderful children.   

After 25 years of marriage I was 

alone and lost. I lost my “stuff.” I 

had always planned my daily rou-

tine around alcohol. I had it all I 

thought. I had everything I ever 

wanted and needed but I knew I 

was missing something but didn’t 

know what. I just wasn’t happy 

and couldn’t figure why. Alcohol 

was controlling my life. Finally it 

occurred to me one day; the only 

thing I did not have in my life was 

Jesus Christ                                       

After a few weeks I happened to 

stumble across Freedom Farm 

Ministries. I made the dreaded 

phone call to Robbie but I was 

not sure if this was for me. A 

Christian based rehab? “I don’t 

know about this,” I thought.  

I believed in God but that was 

about the extent of it. I finally 

made up my mind. I didn’t have 

anything to lose. I packed up and 

started my journey. I arrived and 

was greeted with open arms. Was 

this a crazy cult or what? Not 

knowing what to expect, I ob-

served everything. Kept my mouth 

shut and just did what I was asked 

to do.  I did my chores and study 

assignments. I became curious and 

wanted to learn more and more 

the Word of God. I finally turned 

my life over to God, letting Him 

lead me and walking in His path. I 

found true peace and happiness I 

have never experienced before. I 

knew I had made the right decision.                                    

 Later I was asked to serve as 

Houseman for the Safe House. I 

did not expect this nor did I ask for 

it. I know God wants me to serve 

Him to the best of my ability. This 

is just one of God’s callings of 

many to come as I make my trail 

for others to follow.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

I look forward to the future plans God 

has for me.   

Jeremiah 29:11-”For I know the plans I 

have for you, declares the Lord, plans 

to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Please let us know if you would 

prefer to receive an email news-

letter.  This will also help FFM 

save on the costs of printing and 

mailing.  Send an email to admin-

istrator@freedomfarmministries 

Lyn at the SafeHouse 

S H A W N  A T  D L C  
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FREEDOM FARM  

MINISTRIES 
275 CABBAGE CREEK 

ROAD 

CRESTON, NC 28615 

Website: www.freedomfarmministries.org 

Email:  administrator@freedomfarmministries.org 

Phone: Center—828-297-7707 

Robbie: 828-964-2914 


